
Gifted Update 
South Euclid Lyndhurst School 
STEP UP and ALPHA Programming 

March  2017 
Volume 2 Issue 3 

 Grades 6—8 STEP UP   Mr. Robert Bell 

 During the third quarter, STEP UP students in grades 6—8 have been     

involved in weekly philosophical discussions led by interns from John Carroll     

University. Dr. Sharon Kaye, a professor at John Carroll, has worked with Mr. Bell 

to organize this opportunity.  The philosophical discussions are based on a book 

written by Dr. Kaye, Philosophy for Teens. 

 As an introduction to this unit, STEP UP students traveled to John Carroll 

for an introductory lesson, meeting the interns and a campus tour.  Students were 

also treated to lunch.  

 The students are showing  that they are nimble in playing with ideas and deft 
in building on each other’s arguments. They are endlessly inquisitive, wondering 
about values (“What’s the most treasured object in the world?”), metaphysics (“Is 
the earth a coincidence?”), language (“If cavemen just went ‘ugh-ugh-ugh’, how 
did we learn to speak?”) and epistemology (“Since you can have dreams inside 
dreams, how can you know when you’re dreaming?”).                                                   
 In small groups, students have discussed artificial intelligence,               
environmental ethics, interspecies communication and authenticity in art. They 
have contemplated the existence of free will, the limits of knowledge, the          
possibility of justice and countless other problems from the history of               
philosophical thought. By continually questioning, challenging and evaluating 
ideas, the children have been able to see for themselves why some arguments fail 
while others bear up under scrutiny. 

STEP UP Grades 3—6      Mrs. Gina Arnold / Mr. Robert Bell 

Story with a Hole 

 Students have been participating in a critical thinking / listening  activity 
called Story with a Hole. Each of the “mysteries” is part of a longer untold story 
which is “behind the scenes.” It is up to the students to deduce the rest of the story 
from the clues derived from answers to their questions. They must figure out the 
“hole” in the mystery story. The rules for this activity are very simple.        
Students must phrase their questions so that the answer is either yes or no. 
Some mysteries will be solved in one class period, while others may take 
many class periods. Story with a Hole encourages divergent thinking and 
allows the students to work cooperatively,  rather than competitively, on a 
common problem.  

 

 

Save the Date! 

     An end of the year STEP 

UP/ALPHA Showcase for   

students in grades 3—8  will 

be held at Greenview on      

Tuesday, May 9th from 

6:30—7:30 pm. More           

information will be available 

closer to the date. 

 

Dr. Sharon Kaye and Mr. Bell 

with STEP UP students at John 

Carroll. 

4th grade STEP UP students   

continue to learn about their 

classmates through the                

ME Museum. 



  The fourth grade ALPHA Reading students finished their novel 

study of Masterpiece by Elise Broach. They did a fantastic job of 

analyzing the characters, problem, solution and theme of the 

book. They are currently working on their individual projects and 

will present them to the class upon completion.  

5th Grade ALPHA Reading 

   The fifth grade ALPHA Reading students finished their novel 

study of Counting by 7’s by Holly Goldberg Sloan and also  

completed and presented a project about the seven most   

important people in their lives. 

    Some students are currently examining the ethical nature of 

the character’s actions and choices in Counting by 7’s by    

creating  a “report card” using a chart and including the     

following eight categories: respect, responsibility,                

cooperation, caring, integrity, self-control, honesty, and effort. 

The students are giving the character letter grades and     

writing comments using specific pieces of text evidence to 

support the grade and comments given. Other students are 

continuing the novel by writing their own chapters to extend 

the story. 

6th Grade ALPHA Reading 

     The sixth grade ALPHA Reading students finished their novel 

study of Three Times Lucky by Sheila Turnage. They each        

selected a project to complete and present to the class. Some of 

the projects included designing a front page of a newspaper that 

tells about the events and characters, writing a book review, 

creating a poster representing what the character might pack in 

a suitcase, and designing a power point presentation describing 

story elements. 

ALPHA Reading—Grades 4—6  Mrs.Gina Arnold 

4th Grade ALPHA Reading 

ALPHA reading students in grades 

4—6 participated in their second 

WordMasters Challenge.           

WordMasters is a vocabulary      

competition based on completing 

word analogies. Some of the        

activities that the children engaged 

in this quarter were vocabulary  

scavenger hunts, creative writing 

using the higher level WordMasters 

words, and creating and presenting 

their own QUIZLET (an online review 

game used to practice for             

challenges). The students put forth a 

great deal of effort in preparation 

for this WordMasters Challenge. 

Soon we will be preparing for our 

third and final challenge. 
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Fifth grade Counting by 7’s 

project. 

Working on class project. 



 

4th Grade ALPHA Math  Mrs. Marcia Armbruster 

 After observing and analyzing the math strategies of mathematician 

Arthur Benjamin, known around the world for his incredible ability to        

compute very large numbers mentally at lightning speed, Greenview 4th 

grade ALPHA math students studied, evaluated, and applied multiple mental 

math strategies. Students then experienced and participated in a Mental 

Mathletic competition amongst our class. Congratulations to the following 

Mental Mathletes: First Place—William Butler, Second Place—Nomar Tobias, 

Third Place—Connor Egan. The ALPHA math 4th graders, in the spirit of the 

Super Bowl, are learning about the strong connection between math and the 

game of football with a unit called Football Frenzy. With the assistance of 

peer teachers, the students are analyzing and working through the math   

involved in a fictitious game of football where game play scenarios are given, 

and then creating their own group Football Frenzy to present to the class.  

 

5th Grade ALPHA Math 

           ALPHA Math 5th graders finished their study of the Roman ancient 

mathematical number system by creating and playing their original game 

“Are You Smarter Than a Roman Fifth Grader?”, a game they invented       

involving analyzing and working different mathematical equations using    

Roman Numerals. Currently this class is learning the Greek alphabet and the 

connection between the letters and their numerical values in order to later 

work with challenging math problems in Greek. The ALPHA math 5th graders 

worked with practice competition problems from the Continental Math    

series. These problems involve different and challenging branches in math 

and are all multistep and multi-operational. The students then used their 

peer teaching skills to teach the class the strategies they discovered to solve 

these complex problems. 

 

6th Grade ALPHA Math  

     Greenview 6th grade ALPHA Math students are deeply immersed in the 
world of Leonardo di Pisa, better known as  Fibonacci, the famous thirteenth 
century mathematician. The class is learning about his famous Fibonacci   
sequence, the Golden Rectangle, the Golden Spiral, and Phi, the Golden 
Mean. After kinesthetically acting out a Fibonacci problem called “No     
Neighboring Teachers” and viewing several videos on the Fibonacci sequence 
and its relationship to nature, these sixth graders are now researching and 
creating one original Fibonacci drawing of their choice, as well as one of the 
following  presentations: Fibonacci numbers as they relate to the human 
body, Fibonacci numbers as they relate to music, or Fibonacci’s famous 
“Rabbit Theory.”   
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Fourth grade                    

Mental Mathletes 

Football Frenzy 

Sixth grader with an original             

Go Animate math problem. 

Analyzing an angle on a 

Fibonacci creation. 



STEP UP: Grade 3     Mrs. Gina Arnold 

            The fourth grade STEP UP students are continuing to work on 

their Toy Company Simulation. Each group has completed their      

product appearance description and their capability description. The 

students are realizing just how important it is to have good writing and 

speaking skills. They are also adjusting to the amount of time it takes 

for a group to process an idea and then move it along until it becomes 

a finished product. The students have discussed who their target     

audience is and they have created surveys with questions that will  

allow them to draw conclusions that will support their toy’s sale      

potential. They are currently working on the prototype of their toy. 
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STEP UP: Grade 4   Mrs. Gina Arnold 

     The third grade STEP UP students have begun their Independent 

Study Projects. Each child picked a topic that they are passionate about 

or a topic that they want to learn more about. The students applied 

what they learned about the different levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy and 

planned out five projects (one project for remember/ understand    

combined and then a project for the other four levels of Bloom’s) that 

they would like to complete. The children only have about an hour each 

week to work in class on their projects. Therefore, some students may 

need to do work outside of class. To help with this, I provided the      

students planners with project due dates. Since the students are here 

only one day a week, it is very important to make sure that they have 

everything they need for STEP UP on Tuesdays. 

     The students also finished The Hundred Penny Box, a Newberry Hon-

or Book, by Sharon Bell Mathis. This is a heartwarming book about a 

boy named Michael and his one-hundred-year-old aunt who comes to 

live with him. She has an old box filled with pennies, one for each year 

of her life. Michael discovers that the hundred penny box not only    

contains pennies, but also all the stories of Aunt Dew’s life. The children 

will be creating their own hundred penny boxes.  

STEP UP: Grade 5   Mrs. Gina Arnold 

     The fifth grade STEP UP students have been working very hard on the 

culminating project for the unit on Howard Gardner’s Multiple                

Intelligences. The students are creating video presentations or animations 

using either Google Slides or GoAnimate for Schools. The videos will      

include what they learned about the theory of Multiple Intelligences, as 

well as what they discovered about themselves. I was duly impressed with 

how the children analyzed their own strengths, weaknesses, and learning 

styles, as well as with how the children embraced these programs and  

explored this technology. They supported each other during the learning 

process and embraced this project. You will have the opportunity to see 

the final products in May at our Showcase. 

Fourth Grade Toy Company at work. 

Working on hundred penny boxes. 



     The third quarter was filled with quality instruction for our sixth graders at   

Greenview. What might a typical Friday for the sixth grade STEP UP kids look like? 

     Our Friday itinerary of STEP UP begins with a warm up. These are short activi-

ties packed with critical thinking. After our warm up we have our weekly literature 

circle base on a Junior Great Book story. The Junior Great Books are a collection of 

short stories designed for higher level readers. Then, we have our weekly creativi-

ty       project. These can vary from making marble shooters, to pasta cars, to suc-

cessful egg drops. Next, it is a technology challenge. Each week it is something 

new for most of the students. This year we have learned Prezi, Coding via Scratch, 

and GoAnimate; to name a few. Continuing with our day, there is always a leader-

ship activity. Is your child an extrovert or introvert, an optimist or pessimist; ask 

them! Know thy self is a big theme in STEP UP 6. If we come to terms with who we 

are, we will be better equipped to deal with our world. Crime stoppers are a 

weekly activity. These lessons incorporate logical thinking in a fun way. We recent-

ly solved a Hollywood murder crime!  Each week also includes our circle time or 

class meeting (Friday Forum). It is time when we can openly and honestly discuss 

the issues apropos to their young minds.  

     Coming up in the fourth quarter will be the ISP or independent study project. 

This is a long term tri-fold board project with a history based theme. These will be       

presented in May at the Showcase. 
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STEP UP: Grade 6   Mr. Robert Bell 

MEMORIAL JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL  Mr. Robert Bell 

Memorial Junior High Students explore the arts, participate in Presidential         

Challenge, and attend the play Wait Until Dark 

  

     Recently our Memorial Junior High STEP UP students attended an amazing workshop at 

the Beck Center for the Arts in Lakewood. Students had the opportunity to explore various 

art forms like clay, improvisation, drawing, percussion, mime/movement, and dance. The 

arts workshop fits into our gifted curriculum by developing our student’s creativity. 

     Many of our students also competed in a presidential trivia competition. Our students 

are the best and brightest in the Cleveland area and never disappoint. We placed in every 

division by showing our intellectual prowess in recalling information relative to our nation’s 

history, this time regarding the presidents. Students Arthur Bargainer, Andrew Schlegel,    

PJ Tripi, Bryce Hodge and Isaac  Alexander finished in the top five! 

     Our students also had the privilege to participate in the Great Lakes Theater production 

of Wait Until Dark. If you are not familiar with the story, the action of the play revolves 

around an elaborate attempt by a trio of men to recover a doll that they believe has come 

into the possession of Sam Hendrix. The doll, we ultimately discover, contains heroine—a 

treasure that at least one of the con men is perfectly willing to kill for. When Sam is lured 

away from the apartment, Susan, his blind wife, is left alone to cope with the conspirators. 

The suspense of the play was intense, but we focus on the writer’s creativity and will      

culminate with having the students write their own plot twist. 

Memorial ALPHA  

 

     Our students identified as 

gifted in the content areas are 

clustered into classrooms with 

similar learners. One of the 

strategies we have implement-

ed in honors language arts is 

reading parallel novels.  

     In grade 8, we have read the 

classic from John Steinbeck 

titled The Pearl. Currently in 

partnership with The Boy in 

Striped Pajamas, we have    

included the parallel novel of 

Anne Frank. 

     In grade 7, along with The 

Lion, the Witch, and the    

Wardrobe we are reading The 

Hobbit. JRR Tolkien and CS  

Lewis were contemporaries 

which makes the study of the 

two novels a perfect fit for   

applying higher level critical 

thinking skills. 

     Another component working 

well is the integration of     

technology and using Google 

classroom for enrichment    

activities. As a district the     

priority on using the            

technology has allowed us to 

post weekly honors vocabulary 

lessons that students can work 

on independently. 



 

 

     The ALPHA 3rd grade readers have begun their novel 
study of the multiple award winning book Sees Behind 
Trees, by Michael Dorris.  This is a coming of age story of a 
young American Indian who finds himself using his disability to help others while facing challenges 
that require both his heart and his mind. The students are blogging about various themes from this 
book in their virtual classroom using Kidblog, a private, secure site where teachers and students can 
share writing via blog  discussions. Students are also exploring other student works from children all 
over the globe on creative writing sites such as Creative Kids Magazine and Stone Soup Magazine 
with the possible future goal of submitting stories for publication. They are also investigating local 
writing contests such as the Marilyn Bianchi Kids’ Play Writing Contest and the Earth Day Art, Poetry, 
and Essay Contest.  I will continue to post opportunities such as these on our Kidblog site. Please   
encourage your children to participate on their own in upcoming writer’s contests! 

 

 

 

 

     The ALPHA math third graders learned how to play the higher level math game called 24. In this 
game four numbers are given on a card and the goal is to use any and/or all operations to achieve the 
number 24. After mastering the concept of this challenging math game, the third graders created 
their own 24 cards to challenge the ALPHA math students at the other elementary schools. (Note: 
Parents, there is a 24 Game app available through Google Play and the Apple Store for $.99. I’ve     
purchased it and let the students try it on my phone. I highly encourage getting this app so you and 
your child can experience this challenge together at home!) ALPHA math third graders also             
participated in a 4th grade Khan Academy Mission online where they were able to work at their own 
accelerated level to figure out strategies that would work to solve advanced math problems. Each 
child now has a Khan Academy account, and I encourage them to continue to work on their math  
mission and any other subject they find themselves interested in in the future. Currently, these      
students are working on a unit about the famous mathematician Leonard Euler and his Euler Circles, 
a challenging look at sets, subsets, and complex intersecting sets that require use of deductive        
reasoning skills and multiple mathematical operations. 

 

3rd Grade ALPHA Reading 
Mrs. Marcia Armbruster 

Adrian Kidbloggers busy at work. 

3rd Grade ALPHA Math 
Mrs. Marcia Armbruster 

Rowland student working on  

Euler Circles. 

Sunview students creating 24 cards. 

Adrian students solving 24 cards. 



                     Coordinator’s Corner 

“The quality of a life is determined by its activities.” 

Aristotle 

 As the cold weather continues and families spend more time indoors, there 

will be more time to play games together. It is important for children of  all ages to 

have time to be creative and playful. 

 Today’s society calls for our children to “get serious” at an early age. They 

are given messages that the days of  childhood, daydreaming, and “foolish         

pursuits” such as painting, dance, and play are activities for the young and        

immature, and that algebra, chemistry, and AP English are legitimate pursuits for 

able students. 

 To convince our gifted students of  the importance of  downtime, play and 

quiet reflection we need look no further than Graham Wallas who, in 1926, wrote 

that the seeds of  creative production often occur in an incubation stage, a period 

of  “relaxation from all conscious mental work.” Or at the Water Rat, in Kenneth 

Grahame’s The Wind in the Willows, whose life’s credo befits a deep thinker: 

“Believe me, my young friend, there is nothing—absolutely nothing—half  so 

much worth doing as simply messing about in boats. Simply messing…messing—

about—in—boats; messing…..”                                                                                
These ideas come from: Guiding The Social and Emotional Development of Gifted Youth, by James Delisle.  

 To support play at home, I have included some creative game-changing and 

“Tips for Raising a Child Who ‘Plays Smart’.” To see these suggestions, click on 

the “Creative Game-Changing” tab. 

 

Enjoy playing with your children. 

South Euclid Lyndhurst Schools 

Debra Barrickman, Ph.D. 

Gifted Coordinator 

Greenview Upper Elementary 

School 

1825 South Green Road 

South Euclid, Ohio  44121 

An example of creative game-changing: Third grade 

ALPHA math students playing a Chinese version of 

Math 24. 

Note: This year we will are looking for some 

input into gifted programming in SEL. During 

the month of April, be looking for a survey in 

your email. We appreciate you input.  


